
First Commercialized Residential PEFC to Be Installed 
at the Prime Minister’s Residential Area 

 
As accelerated measures against the global environmental issues are required and a 
more important role is expected for fuel cells in the new energy policy by the Japanese 
government, residential polymer electrolyte fuel cell (PEFC) co-generation system 
which can greatly contribute to reduce carbon dioxide emission attracts great attention 
from various fields waiting for early application in practical use. The Japanese 
government has already introduced fuel cell vehicles well ahead of the other countries 
in the world. Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi actively promotes practical application 
and diffusion of fuel cells.  
 
Such favorable condition supported by the national policy, the first commercialized 
residential PEFCs will be installed at the Prime Minister’s Residential Area, expected to 
be completed in March 2005. One unit each from Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. 
and Ebara Ballad Corporation are to be installed. Tokyo Gas has been working on joint 
development of the system with the two companies independently since 2003. 
 
Tokyo Gas initiates the development of “residential PEFC co-generation system”, as a 
next generation product responding to the stabilized supply of energy and global 
environmental issues. The system is currently in the final stage of development, and it is 
scheduled to be launched into the market on February 8, 2005. 200 units will be 
installed in certain area where maintenance capabilities have been established within 
Tokyo Gas supply area by the end of fiscal 2005 and full-scale diffusion with thousands 
of units per year expected to be in fiscal 2008 and onward. 
 
Practical field tests have been undertaken at actual houses for performance evaluation 
under actual operating conditions. On the assumption of actual operation in the house, 
durability of the fuel cell is being studied in “FC House”, located in the area of Tokyo 
Gas Senju Techno Station.  
 
The house also has been outfitted with the latest technologies from Tokyo Gas for the 
creation of next-generation housing, such as a home security service and an ultrasonic 
gas meter for residential use. Since its opening, more than 3,961 visitors (as of the end 
of October) have visited the house and experienced the life of the near future, in which 
fuel cells will be used at home. 
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